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has learned in the bitter but practical school of experience are
to be respected and applied.

It is, therefore, most essential that the officers of the Amer-
ican Federation of Labor, the officers of the affiliated organiza-
tions, State federations and central labor bodies and the en-
tire membership of the trade union movement should give the
mobt vigorous application possible to the political policy of the
A. F. of L so that Labor's friends and opponents may be
moie widely known, and the legislation most required readily
secured, This phase of our movement is still in its infancy,
it should be continued and developed to its logical conclusion,

Government Ownership

Public and semipublic utilities should be owned, or operated
and i emulated, by the Government in the interest of the public.

Whatever final disposition shall be made of the railways of
the country in ownership, management or regulation, we insist
upon the right of the workers to organize for their common
and mutual protection and the full exercise of the normal ac-
tivities which come with organization. Any attempt at the
denial by governmental authority of the rights of the work-
ers to organize, to petition, to representation and to collec-
tive bargaining, or the denial of the exercise of their political
rights is repugnant to the fundamental principles of free citi-
zenship in a republic and is destructive of their best interest
and welfare.

The Government should own and operate all wharves and
docks connected with public harbors which are used for com-
merce or transportation.

The American Merchant "Marine should be encouraged and
developed under governmental control and so manned as to
insure successful operation and protect in full the beneficent
laws now on the statute books for the rights and welfare of
seamen. The seamen must be accorded the same rights and
privileges exercised by the workers in all other employments,
public and private,

Waterways and Water Power

The lack of practical development of our waterways and
the inadequate extension of canals have seriously handicapped
water traffic and created unnecessarily high cost for transpor-
tation In many instances it has established artificial restric-